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MODERN
RANCH

Evanston,
Hlingis

Traditional Twist

Strategic interventions, layers of classical details,
and the right trappings turn a bland modern ranch
into a beautitul traditional home.

WRITTEN AND PRODUCED BY LISASKOLNIK PHOTOGRAPHY BY WERNER STRAUBE
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Can a pair of quintessential traditionalists be happy in a boxy,
plain-face, modernist ranch with bare walls, nary a molding,
low ceilings, quarry-tile floors, recessed lighting, and a dinky,
gas-fed firebox? With the right design team, the answer 1s a
resounding yes.

For voung newlyweds relocating from a classic, 100-year-
old bungalow in Menlo Park, California, the real estate
requisites centered on weather, logistics, and aesthetics. The
couple wanted a place that suited their classic style and love of
the outdoors. That meant it had to have substantial al fresco
living space, traditional log-burning hearths, and an attached
garage because they weren't used to winter, says interior
designer Cindy Galvin of Bardes Interiors in Winnetka, whom
the couple hired to conduct their long-distance house hunt
and orchestrate work the new place would require.

10 H RENOVATION STYLE Winter 2011
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‘A fireplace should anchor a
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This Photo A new hearth gets a double dose of architectural
significance from its physical design and the drama of the Galden
Lightning granite used to craft it. 0 te Top Custom=-made
chairs upholstered in a elassic red Chinese print provide a pop of
color in the living room. Opposite Bottom The carved flourishes
in a coffee table echo the pattern in a woven rug.
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This Photo To forge an elegant setting that's not

too stuffy, interior designer Cindy Galvin mixed

furnishings with various periods and prouen

wod board covered with

Frafted from 'Hll'ltﬂgﬂ fabric.
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Galvin scouted dozens of properties and recognized poten-
tial in an untouched 1979 Evanston, 1linois, ranch with more
than 4,000 square feet of living space. Its double front doors
opened onto a large, glass-enclosed center atrium that was
open to the sky and harbored a tall, majestic birch encircled
by a handsome wood deck. Most of the homes rooms were
edged with floor-to-ceiling glass panels and opened onto the
courtyard, flooding them with light and forging a connection
to the outdoors. A large deck added significant outdoor living
space to the property.

At first glance, the young man was hesitant to even enter

Above The revamped kitchen features new cabinets topped with brushed
Absolute Black granite and a center island topped with Calacatta Gold marble
Right The area between the kitchen and family room, where a wall once stood,
became an informal eating area. Opposite A new fireplace looks original to

the house thanks to its classic design and craggy stone face.
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the house, but once he saw the atrium beyond the front doors,
he was captivated. Galvin’s game plan to tear down walls, raise
the ceilings, restore symmetry, and add architectural details
throughout—such as gracefully layered moldings, patrician
ceiling coves, handsome and muc ‘h-needed cabinetry, and two
majestic hearths—s aled the deal.

Galvin says her secret weapon in the renovation plan was
contractor Rutledge Smith of Gibbes Construction Group in

Chicago. “I come up with these crazy ideas,” she says, “and he

always says the same thing: ‘No problem.” In this case, Smith

was lucky—moving walls really was no problem. “Because of
the way the house was designed, there were no interior load-
bearing walls, so we could do what we wanted,” Smith says.
Galvin added architect Michael Hershenson, who heads a

Above Outdoor furniture topped with weatherproof cushions is arranged to
create areas for outdoor living and entertaining. Right The home's center atrium
harbors a majestic birch tree surrounded by a deck. Opposite Unlike the home's
custom interior furnishings, the outdoor pieces are from a furniture store.

Pillows with colorful texture and a faux zebra rug bring the set to life.

119 RENOVATIONSIYLE  Winter 2011
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namesake firm in Evanston, lllinois, to the team to perfect
plans to tear down walls and raise the ceilings. The team also
eliminated a full bathroom to create a larger master suite hath.

Galvin got another lucky break with the houses hipped
roof. “We could pull in a bit from the rooms’ perimeters and
g0 straight up to make vaults” Hershenson says. With ceiling
heights pushed 2 feet up, the team added beams in the living
room and kitchen, put coffers in the dining room, and created
a tray ceiling in the master bedroom. All were trimmed with
erown and picture moldings to create traditional neoclassic
symimetry.

Once the structural changes were completed, “everything
was really about keeping the owners warm and cozy,” Galvin
says. To that end, the new master bathroom features radiant
heating under the marble floor, a steam shower, an oversize
whirlpool tub, and towel warmers. Then she filled the home
with cozy furnishings, warm colors, and lots of throws.

Galvin’s game plan was so successful that the couple, who
are now moving to New York City, hope she can work her
magic again on their new Tribeca-neighborhood loft. “They
want me to make that traditional, too,” she says with a laugh.
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Above Left Galvin calls the large, spa-like master bathroom
the “thaw room” because it is loaded with every warming
device she could think of, including radiant heating under the
marble floor, a steam shower, and a heated towel bar. Above
Right Galvin designed an upholstered headboard for comfort
and visual interest. An antigue Moorish inlaid-wood table adds
just the right hit of quirky wit to the serene setting.
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The Plans, Before & After

This single-story residence is basically a box inside a box, with one small
wing that holds bedrooms. In the rooms within the square, the joists go

from one load-bearing outside wall to another, which made it possible to
eliminate some interior walls,

BEFORE
o A wall divided the living
and dining rooms, and low
ceili ngs made each space
seem cramped and dark.

# [he interior atrium was the
home's saving feature—its
magical quality convinced
the homeowners to buy the
house. Surrounded by floor-
to-ceiling glass panels and
doors, the atriumn literally
brings the outdoors into
the center of this home.

A full hall bath was
eliminated and the
space ceded to a larger
master suite.

The new vaulted ceiling »
made it possible to turn the
minimalist, hole-in-the-
wall firebox into a proper.
traditional hearth.

The family room didn't need »
its already peaked-and-
beamed ceiling raised, but it
did need a hearth, which was
added on a grand scale.

The new master suite »
includes a sumptuous bath
and two generous closets,

4,000 square feet

ARCHITECTURE MICHAEL HERSHENSOM
INTERIOR DESIGN CINDY GALVIM
GENERAL CONTRACTOR RUTLEDGE SMITH Winter 20171 RENOVATION STYLE 115
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Features

Trading Spaces

In reconfiguring the jumbled layout of a
Dutch Colonial north of Chicago, a new,
more contemporary style emerged.

Art and Soul

Accommodating art and family treasures,
an artist's traditional Virginia home gets a
bright, modern feel,

Magnificent Merger
A Columbus, Ohio, couple merged the units
in a Victorian duplex. Architectural details

and consistent use of contrast and materials

contribute to the project’s success.

70 Hides to Seek

We've gathered a whimsical collection of
leathers and hides formed into surfaces,
furnishings, and accessories for the home.

Building Character

A pair of thoughtful renovations transforms
a drab Hamptons spec house into a space
tailored for a family’s weekend getaways.

In-House Retreat

Bob Williams, partner in the Mitchell Gold

+ Bob Williams home furnishings company;,
shows us the carefully composed master
bathroom in his North Carolina home.
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Grand Opening
A 1980s Colorado home is rearranged to
align disconnected living spaces.

Traditional Twist
A contemporary lllinois ranch home keeps
its footprint but takes a traditional tack.

Find us on

Facebook

Search for Renovation Style.
Past your comments—or just pop in to “like” us.
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