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The Rise of 'Grandmillennial’ Style

Devotees love wicker, chintz and needlepoint—but don't call them stuffy.
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Somewhere in the homogenized ether that is Millennial
Instagram, lurking among the Monstera plants and pool
Aoats, the #friyays and #00TDs, the Kardashian-adjacent
hairsoylists and ads for detox tea, you may have noticed a

markedly different kind of influencer popping up with
increasing frequency. Maybe you've scrolled past an image

che posted of her favorite Sister Parish room. Or vou saw a
photo of her dining table, expertly ser with block-printed
napkins and fluffy white hydrangeas, Maybe vou've even caught a glimpse of her,
gitting on a garden bench in Sag Harbor or Charleston, somehow fresh-faced
despite the fact that it's 8% degrees ourside and she’s wearing a long-sleeved, floral
maxi dress.

Lets call her a grandmillennial.



Ranging im age from mid-205 to late-30s, grandmillennials have an affinity for
design mends considered by mainstream culoure o be “stuffy” or “ourdaved™—
Laura Ashley prints, ruffles, embroidered linens. Unlike that of the late-aughts
hipster, their taste for the antiquated fsn't monie; it's less twee than dmeless. And
although there’s a good bit of shared DMNA with prep culture, the two terms aren't

entirely interchangeable; the grandmillennial is less Lilly Pulitzer, more faded D.
Porthault,

=g - “l think a ‘grandmillennial’ iz really a “Mew

ﬁ‘b Traditionalist'—someone who has an appreciation for
the past,” explaing Manhaman-based interior designer

3 Ariel Okin, 28 “It’s someone who references the work
of legendary designers like Billy Baldwin and Nancy
Lancaster and Albert Hadley, who realizes the staving
power of goad, well-edited design while putting their
own fresh spin on it to make it feel updated and

uindgue. "
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“When you're scrolling threugh Instagram, everything starts to look the same—
there are £o many bright, white-painted rooms,” says Nan Philip, a 25-vear-ald
dezign publicist whe pens the blog Simply Elegant, “Whar [ love about an old-
echoal, layered—some might say cluttered—aesthetic is that it actually lets you
show your personality. When someone walks into my apactment, [want therm to
get a sense of wha | am and what 1 cellect and where I've maveled, not just that I'm
on-trend.”
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Dallas-based designer Amy Berry says she's seeing more and more of her own
wvoung clientele returning o old-scheol design. "After warching evervbody do
neutral, transitional recsms for so long, we've had several vounger elients come to

us in the past vear asking for things like chintz and treillage and bright colors, and
['m thrilled about it," says Berry, who opened her own shop, Arvy Berry Homee, last

December. “It's been surprising o see the types of things our pwenty- and chircy-
spmething customers are going crazy for—Fermole pleated lamp shades, botanical
prints, framed Gracie wallcovering panels we can't keep in stock.™



While grandmillennials point to social media as a cause of the design monotony
theyre seeking o upend, it's also mue thar those same platforms have played a
crucial role in helping the movement grow and flourish. Consider the recent
renaiseance of needlepointing—one of the granniest of all hobbies—among the IG
e,

CHAEUMCEY BOOTHEY Whan Conmecticut-based Chauncay Boothby resamped her tamily's summar house in
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“Growing up in Florida, 1 had a lot of friends who needlepointed, but ic was hard

to find things to needlepoint that weren't florals or geomerrics,” recalls Lycette
Designs founder Jessica Chaney, 28. Shortly after graduarting college, she started
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paintng her own canvases with cheeky phrases 1 Am Not For Everyone,”™
“Diucking Autocorrect”™] and reinterpretations of classic motifs (Staffordshire dogs
and ginger jars), and posting them on Instagram. “Whenever [ shared a project on
[nscagram, ['d get s0 many other young people reaching our and asking me where
o buy my canvases of how to ger started with needlepoinring,” Chaney says.



Within a few short menths, Lyceme Designe had exploded, and
last year, Chaney opened a needlepoint shoap in Falm Beach.
“People love needlepoint Because it lets you create something
really one-of-a-kind and beauriful, bur it's also therapeutie,” she
says. “A lot of customers come in because they want to ger off
their phones,™ and, she laughs, “ic's not just millennials—I have
grandmas who are torally addicred e techmology and uee
needlepoine as a way o disconnecr!”

“1 remmermber when 1 firse came across the Lycette Designs
Instagram and [ was like, 'oh my gosh, someone that's young and
cool who needlepoints!™ says Rudy Saunders 26, a designer in
Mew York who warks for legendary decorator Carleton Varmey ar
the equally legendary Dorothy Draper & Company, “I've always

been happy o do my own thing, but it’s alzo fun o find and connect with people

whao have a similar love of eclecticism and antiques and colorful prints. [i's

refreshing e know that it's okay o like classic design.”

Bur mayke the ultimare appeal of the grandmillennial aesthetic lies in the fact thar,

for the stressed our pwenty- and thimy-somethings of the world, thar cozy chintz

chair ar your grandmathers house represents a much-nesded respive. “It's a look

thar peally evokes home for me, that's not really a trend because it never goes oul

of style,” says Okin.

“This might sound like ['m wearing rase-colored glasses ™ Saunders adds, “bur

there's 2o much negativity in the world today—who deesn't want to be surrounded

by pretry, happy, comfortable things?™
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https://www.housebeautiful.com/lifestyle/a28594040/grandmillennial-design/#



