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Toomake the most of a stunning setting high above | o
-
the Pacifrc Ocean, a couple put a fresh California spin on \ N

the ideal of Mediterranean seaside living
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It all started with a good day at the office. The way the wife cells i,

her husband came bome from work one day in 20006 1o s particularly
buavant mood, The epitome of a seli=made man, he had scarted as
3 box boy at a major supermarket chain, worked his way up to vice
president m charge of its largest division, and then left to form his
own sales amd marketing company. Soon, with the help ol his wite,
the brm grew to emplow 300000 people. Wow, having just sealed an
especially big deal, be blurced our, "Tho you want to move:” “No,” was
hergquick reply, betore she o) |'||"._-.._-.1 herself b .’u.!-lil't:__-, “Lnlessit's an
the water.,” He tald her to 2o ahead and look.

Sher g a marive Calitornian, and he had moved west as 3 child, For
M) wears thew lived happily about a mile inland from Monarch Bay,
in Laguma Niguoel, a hilly town im California's Orange County. Stiil,
the Pacilic kad :II'.-'.','I!.."‘:«. kbeckoned, When she started house |III-I'I"-';'.
it wasn't hard for her to find, if not her deeam house, ber drcam loca
tien: 4 sheer bluff directly above 5alt Creck Beach, o legendary sarf
ing haven innearby Dama Poine, The view was jaw-dropping, which,
in eflect, was why the propercty and the gutted house on it were for
sale in the first place: With scenery this stunning at stake, neighbors
CANECT |‘|'i{|::'l.' Abhour comsrruction Prisfeers .I!'..ffl:’l'm.'l"-.':l'l? theirown

cxpensive views, and local review board s have been known to drag out

the approval process inthe hopes of wearing down would-be boilders.
Ihat's exactly whar had happened with this property. The exhausted
ow ners inally surrendered and put the place on the markes

When the couple bought it, they *inherited”™ the sellers’ architect,
Bob White of ForestStudio, White had alse designed decorator Mary
Ly Turner's house in Ketchom, Idabio, which appeared on the cover
of ELLE DECOR in December 2000, Coincidentally, the couple owned
a vacation heme in Sun Valley, They went o see Turner’s place, fell
im lowe wich i, and hived Turner and her daugheer parener af M. Elle
Design, Marie Tarner Carsan, to kandie the decor of the new house.

Hur fest came three vears n:*:.nﬁ:-;:i irlls_' about the E'--_'iyi--_ Wl the rosod
Even White, whose mellow designs reflect his personality, was reach-
ing his limit, AL one review-board meeting, he recalls, °1 wanted so
muchro :.':'.l-':||‘|||,'-;:||.h| 5%, Uinless You pay a Ironi-row price, you doan'
et o rranf-row view'

Fhe couple were drawn o Mediterranean architectore—their trav
¢ls have taken them trom Duhrovnik to the clifftop village ol Eze om
the French Riviera—and after what seemed like umpteen trips back to
the drawing board, White's cureka mument came when he saw photos
of 3 Ha-rooied house in ver another Mediterranean logale; Ibiza, He

persuaded the clients toabandon their quest for a pitched red-tile roaf,
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f&n lron pergola with fetraciable
canyas thades provides prolection
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and the design nally passed muster, The result blends old-world rus
tic charm—aimn wh i!|.".'.':'|:-.'|'|-:’|||.|-,_'-.-'|:-|'||.' ERTeF i|_'|| . ‘.1.'|:-|_||| hea mis., h.hll”-:'r:.—
with California beach house cool. "The home is long and linear, so it
embraces the coastline,” says Carson, *'We wanted 1o make sure the
heuse embraced you aswell, We wanted it tobe calming.”

Set just 12 feet from the chifs edge, the one-story house feels, Turner
savs, like ivis Moating on the sea’s waves, and the decorators capical-
ized on that sensationwith apalette of serene blues, greens, gravs, and
ereams, For the living room sofa, they turned 4 Loro Plana stripe inside
vt tosubduee the vibrant hues. Thisis SaCal, after all, so the decoracors
slso ook their cue from the wife's favorite "house movies™ The cbon
ized dining chairs are a nod to Mery] Streep’s in s Complicaled, while
astriped runner down the long ceneral ball echoes hiane Kearon®s fiv-

ing room rug in Somedthing’s oo (rive.

Ihe couple are doting grandparents, and making the house wel-

L x|111i|15 [ theit four & VAT children and 'ii|'|-.'5|‘.'||h1|.'|1i||:||.'||—‘.'.'1‘u._'|
range in age from two o 20—was of paramount importance. *She
wranted this cazual Calitormia |_'!u':':.| e, She didn't want any !]|i||':' ]
he topo precious,” savs Carson of the wite, adding that there were also
practical concerns, *She was like, "We need more beds!™™ Amazingly,
Carson and Turper managed o configure one of the bedrooms o
sleepsix, ftting in a queen-size bed and fwo sets of custom bunks.
Still, sophistication was never sserificed. The fleors are elegani
French white oak and limestone, aod the restrained modern art is
by the likes of Robert Motherwell and Andy Warhol. The decorators
took a playtul route in the mascer bach, selecting four color Lo of
marble and then laying them ina random patrern, what Carson calls
a“non=checkerboard checkerboard.” The walls throughout the house
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are hand-troweled plastern, emphasis on the “hand.™ “Those old baild-
ings in Provence aren’t perlect,” White says, and it s th iny
imperfections he was alter. "1 would go to the gpoys doing the work

:'.||._| [ il L | 1ERE [0 S VAt I'l.'lr:l 15

fihe team warn

in reclaimed barnwood, The island is topped with an enorme

of Calacatts marble, The client savs she had to let so of her (ear of

staining it and come te terms with the fact thar “these are old materi-

alsout of the carth. 1 daon't think we should he too worried about it
The landscapi

egnder, an

the views would mean a hot, glary interic
g, Ourgide the master bedroom, & teellig of wowren wil-
low branches fbilters the |

ctable canw

I'he clients are so happy with the outcome that the wife 15 even
talgic for the weekly design mecrings. It _ _ Emchalrs by Gloster sitownd a wroughl-iran tahie
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mst beautiful hos round. The mast important critics are on board,

o dive there, "I wonder sometimes ifitis,” admits ber prandmother. ®
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