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“TO CREATE OPULENT INTERIORS YOU MUST NEVER BE SCARED
OF MIXING STYLES AND PERIODS. BE ADVENTUROUS WITH COLOUR
COMBINATIONS AND MIX ACCESSORIES FROM ALL ORIGINS AND
PERIODS."

- MARTYN LAWRENCE-BULLARD

Martyn Lawrence-
Bullard
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now SO many options and fabrications that as a
designer it gives us enormous inspiration. | also
adore using paper backed fabric which gives a
medern take on padded walls allowing the fabric
to be flush on the walls, giving a sleek but very
opulent look.

CASA: What are the most important trends
currently affecting the interior design/furniture
design sector?

Bullard: | believe colour is the most important
influence currently. For furniture people are not
afraid to experiment with beautiful bold lacquered
finishes in red and orange and lime green rather
than the expected black and browns. Fabric
colour ways have also become explosive with
mixes of both acid and muted colour ways
resulting in fresh and exciting new interiors. |
particularly love orange, turquoise, saffron yellow
and chocolate brown,

CASA: Who do you think are the major catalysts
for setting trends within the interior design/
furniture design sector?

Bullard: There are so many interesting designers
currently making furniture, but architects as well
are dabbling in this market place. Zaha Hadid has
created some incredible pieces as well as Frank
Gehry and Karim Rashid. | like the whimsical
combinations made by companies like Andrew
Martin and Halo. B and B ltalia are still leaders
in modern classics while Minotti create some
luxurious options in that space.

CASA: What trends do you think will be at the
forefront of interior design/furniture design in
20117

Bullard: For 2011 | think we will see people
being more adventurous in their colour palettes
and embracing a wider use of pattern. The mid-
century influences of the past 5 years are easing
up and mixing in antique pieces is making a
come-back, More brass is appearing, especially
in bathroom furnishings and as detail on fumniture.
Still a heavy 1970's influence reigns however
through out all the modern collections inspired
by many of the Italian master designers of that
period.
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Having being named one of the world’s top
100 interior designers by Architectural Digest,
and in 2010 received the Andrew Martin
International Interior Designer of the Year
Award, Martyn Lawrence Bullard continues
to amaze and delight. Other than furnishing
homes for celebrity clientele and working
extensively on commercial projects, Martyn
Lawrence Bullard has managed to introduce
new fabrics, wallpapers, custom furniture and
scented candles to his already impressive
line. He has also designed an exclusive line of
rugs for The Rug Company sold internationally
through their showrooms and he will launch an
eco-friendly collection of artisanal fabrics for
Schumacher in the spring of 2011,

CASA: Wood designs, especially Alder wood,
dominate your new fumiture collection. What are
the main benefits of using this type of wood, and
have you had to face up to any complications?
Bullard: | use Alder wood quite a lot in my
collection because it is an easy wood to work
with. The grain is very androgynous so it can
be stained and finished to resemble many
other more expensive woods and look the
same. Ebony, walnut and rosewocod are all very
easy colours to achieve on alder. It is also in
comparison a kighter in weight wood which makes
it easier, less expensive and ultimately less carbon
foot print 1o ship around the world.

CASA: I'm sure that your constant travelling is a

great source of inspiration. Can you, however,
highlight a specific country, place or moment that
has had a profound impact on you, and this new
collection?

Bullard: My travels inspire all my collections very
much, The coliection has a very exotic flavour to it
and was mostly inspired by Moroccan pieces that
| simplified to feel more modem and Rare Indian
colonial pieces like the Faux Ivory Jaipur beds
that would be impossible to find originals cutside
of the Maharajahs Palaces. Also the quirky and
fascinating Portuguese styles fascinate me and
have also inspired the collection.

CASA: What advice can you give to those who
wish to themselves attempt to re-create a style
similar to your opulent interiors?

Bullard: To create opulent interiors you must
never be scared of mixing styles and periods,
Be adventurous with colour combinations and
mix accessories from all origins and pericds. All
beautiful things come from the same age, which
means if you find furniture from the 17th century
and art from the 21st century both beautiful mix
them together as the combination will be even
more amazing.

CASA: The comeback of wallpaper has been well
documented for a while now. What is your view
on this so-called ‘wallpaper renaissance'?

Bullard: Walipaper is one of my favourite things
to use. | love playing with texture and scale.
Wallpaper allows you to do this and there are




